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Nevada Wildland Acres Burned by Decade  

“Nevada burned more  
acres in the decade of  
the 1990s than in the  
previous 40 years  
combined and the  
trend continues.”  
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Photo courtesy of  the Nevada Appeal  Wildfire Fuels?  
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Ornamental plants  Houses 

Photo courtesy of  the Nevada Appeal  

Wildland vegetation  
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Weather Topography      Fuel  
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Weather Topography      Fuel  X  X  



Change fuels by... 

• Reducing the amount 

• Shortening the height 

• Increasing the moisture content 

• Decreasing the continuity  

• Locating properly 
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 By changing the fuels,  
wildfires will... 

 • Be less likely to start 

• Burn more slowly 

• Burn cooler 

• Have shorter flames 

• Burn for a shorter time 
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 Important!  The fuel characteristics of the 

house and the adjacent vegetation often 

determine house survivability 



 Important!  The homeowner is the most 

important person in preventing the house 

from being destroyed by wildfire 
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Seven Steps  
 to Defensible Space  
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Defensible Space Zone  

 Mark the  
 boundary  

Step 1: How big?  



Dead ornamental shrubs… 
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Step Two:  

 
Is there  
any dead  

vegetation?  
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Step Three:  

 
Is there  

a separation  
between trees and shrubs?  
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Defensible Space Zone  

Step 3: Separation  



Step Four:  

 
Is there  

a separation  
between tree canopies  

and lower growing plants?  
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 Ladder fuels… 



Step Five: 

 
Is there a  

Lean, Clean and Green Area  
extending 5 to at least 30 feet?  
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Lean, Clean and Green  

Area Goals 

Living With Fire 

•  Prevent ignitions from flying embers  
 

 

•  Reduce fire intensities so the house 

cannot ignite 

 

• Not provide a means for fire to rapidly 

travel across the area 



Step Six: 

 
Is there a  

Noncombustible Area  
within 5 feet?  
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Step Seven: 

 
Is the area 

 maintained on  
a regular basis?  
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The End… 


